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Amendment and Response 
Serial No. 09/915,216 

AMENDMEN TS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application. 
listing of Claims: 

1 (Currently amended) A sole for an article of footwear, the sole comprising: 

an insole layer defining a plurality of first openings^! oin u .uluUntinl portion 

of tho plurali t y u f tot opo i uuga arc intorconncotod ; 

a support layer defining a plurality of second openings that partially overlap the plurality 

of first openings; and 

an outsole layer having a ground engaging surface defining at least one third opening 
extending merethrough that at least partly overlaps the plurality of second openings, such that 
there exists ^tantiallv open fluidic communication between at least one of the first 

openings and the at least one third opening. 

2. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of first openings are 
distributed over substantially the entire insole layer. 

3. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of first openings are 
generally circularly shaped. 

4. (Original) The sole according to claim 2, wherein a first portion of the plurality of first 
openings are disposed in at least one of a ball region and a heel region of the sole, a second 
portion of the plurality of first openings are disposed in other regions of the sole, and the 
openings of the first portion are smaller than the openings of the second portion. 

5 (Original) The sole according to claim 4, wherein the openings of the first portion are less 
than about 3 mm in diameter and the openings of the second portion are greater than about 4 mm 

in diameter. 
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6. (Original) The S ol eS cc„.ding to data 1, wte.em the insoU la ye r further define, a 
channel for mtereonnecSng a portion of the plurality of first openings. 

7. (Original) The sole according to claim 6. wherein the channel is disposed on a bottom 
side of the insole layer. 

8. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, whereinthe support layer comprises a 
substantially compression resistant semi-rigid chassis. 

9 . (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the support layer controls deformation 
properties of the sole. 

10. (Original) The sole according to claim 1. wherein the support layer extends along at least 
one of a heel region and a ball region of the sole. 

1 1 (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of second openings are 
disposed in at least one of a toe region, an arch region, and an upwardly extending portion of the 

sole. 

12. (Original) The sole according to claim 1 1 . wherein the plurality of second openings form 
a grill pattern. 

13 (Original) The sole according to claim 1 , wherein the support layer farther comprises a 
support element disposed in an arch region of the sole and the support element interconnects a 
forefoot part and a rearfoot part of the sole. 



PAGE 6121 • RCVD AT 4/5/2004 3:33:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNiS:3729306 ' CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):05-50 



Page 3 of 18 



04/05/04 MON 14:32 FAX @007 



Amendment and Response 
Serial No. 09/915,216 

14 (Original) The sole accoritag to claim 13, wherein at least one of the support layer and 

heel region of the sole. 

15. (Original) The sole according to claim 1 , wherein titf outsole layer further comprises a 
plurality of sole elements. 

j- * wIipi-mti the plurality of sole elements includes 

16. (Original) The sole according to claim 15, wherein tne piunm y 

a forefoot element and a rearfoot element. 

17. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the outsole layer extends along at least 
one of a heel region and a ball region of the sole. 

1 8. (Original) The sole according to claim 1 . wherein the at least one third opening is 
disposed in at least one of a toe region and an arch region of the sole. 

19. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherein the outsole layer sideways encompasses 
a wearer's foot in at least one of a heel region and a forefoot region of the sole. 

20. (Original) The sole according to claim I, wherein the outsole layer comprises a 
cushioning layer and a tread layer. 

21. (Original) The sole according to claim 1, wherem a membrane is disposed between the 
support layer and the insole layer. 

22. (Currently amended) An article of footwear comprising, 
an upper; and 

a sole, the sole comprising: 
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an; 



insole layer defining a plurality of first openings , wh mL ma . ulrtuiti nl po rt ion nfthe 
p l urality of first -eve nings a r c intcrconnorte d; 

a support layer defining a plurality of second openings that partially overlap tire plurality 

of first openings; and 

an outsole layer having a ground engaging surface defining at least one third opening 
extending therethrough that at least partly overlaps the plurality of second openings, such that 
there exists ™««* serially open ftaidic communication between at least one of the first 
openings and the at least one third opening. 

23. (Original) The article of footwear according to claim 22, further comprising a flexible 
net-like element disposed in the upper. 

24. (Original) The article of footwear according to claim 23, wherein the flexible neMike 
element is disposed in the heel region of the upper. 

25. (Original) The article of footwear of claim 22, further comprising a climate control sock. 

26. (Original) The article of footwear of claim 25, wherein the climate control sock 
comprises a two layer mesh constructioa 

27. (Original) The article of footwear of claim 22, wherein the upper comprises a reinforced 
mesh material. 

28. (New) The sole according to claim 1, wherein a substantial portion of the plurality 
of first openings are interconnected. 

29. (New) The article of footwear of claim 22, wherein a substantial portion of the plurality 
of first openings are interconnected. 
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